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you know what is written here?" he
asked the valet.

"So, in'sicu'," came the whimper.
"Stcak in Russian. Livanski. At last

we have caught you. Vladimir Sasu-litc- h

is here!"
The wretched man fell like one dead.

Two of the insurgents picked him tip and
carried him away without any protest
from the escort. The Earl did not know
what was happening; lut Lord Carling-ha- m

interfered.
"That man is under our protection for

the hour! " he cried vehemently. What-
ever his crimes, he should le fairly tried."

His words were unheeded. Ivan calm
ly was reading the letter again. He
growled something, and the Cossack
officer became visibly agitated.

"We arc too late!" he cried in French.
"The lady is married already."

"What "new madness is this?" shouted
Lord Carlingham. while his father, who
understood French will enough to follow
wliat was Iteing said, caught his shoulder
with trembling hand.

"It sounds like truth." replied the
fifth cr. who himself wa startled out of
his Muscovite idilcgtu. "This man tells
nte that the ceremony has taken place. I

Her kulvship is married to the English-- !
man who carried her :T from the chattel
of St Stanislaus .i,'' There's a
rascal
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Somehow Ermyntrude's head was

resting tin his shoulder. In his e.xcittl
ment ne tiiti not leritive that he w;l
hugging her in a way that was cxceetl

I mgly Iovcr-Itk- e. nor did she seem to
sent the proceeding.

"I tell vott this now." he tiercel v
sistcd, "so that you may understand- -

I only understand, she whisiiei
"that it is lietter for vou to speak tl
for bassulitch to act as vour intercessor!

Her face was raised toward his now
Her beautiful eyes, tear-lade- n , it is tr
were smiling at him in all contidenc
A blush, such as was never evoked 1J

the eager pleading of the IVimc. incal
dinatetl her face and neck. Under sue
conditions, when the heart gallops,
man may be forgiven if he leaps barrie
he deemed insurmountable in cold bloi

Frank gazed at her for a few- - setontl
of tumultuous silence. " Errnvntrudcll
he cried, "can it be tossille that vtJ
love me?"

"Had you asked me." she murmureJ
"I might have known it soontr."

Thus it ehancid that Xatushka. whi
pcrson.il troubles ditl not cause her
forget the claims of hostiitality. enttriil
the room on some housewifely errand
saw them locked in eaih other's imbracl
s.iw tin in exihange their first kiss

She withdrew h.istilv. "Vour nnssitl
pniers," she s.iid bittcrlv to S:issulitil
"Within are two who will not tliml
when the minister is called."

Sassulitch. not altogether sarjrisil 11

this pleasant outcome of his planum!
assured the big Ivan that one jtirtitl
of their scheme must prove su icssful.

"Hurry with the UitusttLi fp.iron) ar
Krt them wed' was the grutt ansuir. ar
whin the Russian astonished Ennyi
tnnles father and brother with the as
nouncetnent of l.--r marriage he Soke
all gtl faith. ling certain tliat the terl
monv had taken place two hours

This was not so. When their tirl
transjMrt of happiness had yielded
the anxieties of the hour. I'rank tol
Ermvr.trude that even suih a di.ot'


